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It must not be concluded from the above that every love-
relationship of this kind is ideal. There are cases which are
exactly the opposite, where, for instance, a sweethearting
begun in schooldays is somehow prolonged by force of habit
and for no other intelligible reason. From inertia, lack of
spirit, or awkwardness they simply cannot get free of each
other. Perhaps the parents on both sides find it quite suitable,
and inasmuch as thoughtlessness and habit gave it birth,
so passivity rules it to the end. They put up with it as a
'fait accompli', and simply endure it. Then the dis-
advantages accumulate without a single advantage. What-
ever benefit may be assumed for this state of things is only
apparent, since as regards the formation of personality it is
merely an unhealthy ease and passivity that entirely frustrates
the realization of valuable experiences and the exercise of
manly or womanly gifts and virtues. Moral qualities are only
won in freedom, -and are only proved in situations that are
morally dangerous. The thief who refrains from stealing
because he is in prison is not a moral personality. The
parents of such children may indeed blink fond eyes upon
this touching marriage, and add the respectability of their
progeny to the tale of their own virtues, but this ' virtue'
is only a phantom, not moral strength, but. immoral
complaisance.
With this very brief survey let us turn from the field
of living phenomena to the chapter of desiderata and Utopian
possibilities.
Nowadays we cannot discuss the love-problem without
also speaking of the utopia of free love, including trial-
marriage, To anticipate somewhat I must say that I regard
these ideas as in the nature of wish-pictures, or attempts to
make easy something that in actual life is invariably difficult.
Our time is certainly prolific in these attempts. Were
there not more than 100,000 Swiss citizens who imagined
that the dividing up of property would achieve the goal;
whereas every man knows that only the initiative, the

